
Hammond Lead Products, a division of the Hammond Group Inc., traces its beginning to 
1915. Two brothers, William and Erwin Wilke, both engineering graduates, pioneered 
the production of specification secondary lead together with their father, a chemical and 
mechanical engineer.  
Close cooperation was developed with lead-acid battery 
companies through the production of lead metal alloys 
and lead oxides. This cooperation led to the building of 
a large secondary smelter and lead oxide plant in 1920. 
From its inception, this firm, Metals Refining Company, 
was known as a supplier of high quality metals and lead 
chemicals and was one of the largest secondary lead 
smelters in the country. Hammond Lead Products was 
organized 10 years later in 1930 with William as 
president. William Wilke Jr. - President 

With it's foundation firmly planted, HLP was now set to grow. The initial production of 
red lead and litharge grew to the development of lead silicates, carbonates and 
sulfates; these products were offered to the industry in a variety of particle sizes, 
treatments and packages.  

While widening their product lines, 
HLP also developed the means to 
produce an (UHP) ultra-high purity 
(up to 99.99%) product; this was 
initially developed to satisfy the 
needs of the optical industry and 
emerging fiber optic markets; in 
time, this product specification was 
applied to other products HLP 
manufactured in response to 
industry needs and demands. 

In addition to making pioneering advancements in lead chemicals development and analysis, 
HLP also pioneered the development and use of HEPA filter technology to control process 
emissions. Not only did this technology reduce process emissions and dramatically lower 
ambient air levels in the plant, but it also allowed the captured emissions to be reworked 
through the process. The HEPA  technology set the standard for the industry, and is still in use 
today in the HLP facility. The success of the HEPA filtration system eventually made the way 
into the consumer marketplace where it's finding an ever-widening range of applications.   

Artists conception of Hammond Lead Products- 1930 

For over 75 years Hammond Lead Products has been a producer and marketer of 
specialty lead chemicals for the glass, ceramic, electronics and battery industries. Three 
facilities (Hammond IN, Pottstown PA and Malaysia) manufacture lead oxides, lead 
silicates and lead borates in a variety of particle sizes, treatments and packages to meet 
the changing demands of these industries.  
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Hammond Lead Products, a division of Hammond Group Inc., is a chemical manufacturing 
and marketing company. Our policy is to provide high quality products and services of 
increasing value to our customers. This will be accomplished while working in a safe and 
environmentally responsible manner. We will achieve this through process and product 
innovation and the involvement of employees, suppliers, customers and the communities 
in which we do business." 
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